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The way I see these terms fitting in with our Division is that we are to be 
open and transparent in how we, as a Division and organization, 
function, in what we can and do offer, and in being accountable. 
Openness is also about being receptive to new ideas, cultures, peoples, 
environments, and experiences. Inclusiveness will entail us encouraging 
other professionals such as community organizers and NGO leaders to 
join us in our cause, and creating a forum for all planners who work with 
Latino communities to feel that they are always welcome to join and 
participate in the Division. Being a viable Division is about garnering 
members, both in number, but most importantly in developing leaders 
which will run for future Division offices; leaders that will initiate programs 
to address issue relevant to Latino communities; leaders who will be part 
of a network that extends to different parts of APA and other 
professional groups; leaders that will help this Division succeed and 
become an example to other Divisions. I know all of these steps will 
require small steps, but I do wish to see ALL of our Division membership 
put in their grain of salt.  
 
As far as membership numbers and our inception as a Division in 
November 2006, we had 67 members at one point in 2007, about 85 in 
April of 2008, and we currently have around 100.  This has been slow 
growth, but I have confidence that we can mobilize as a Division to 
have rapid and positive growth in our Division.  The Division’s updated 
Work Plan is currently being developed, and this will take us through until 
our next meeting in April. Goals, guidelines and measurable objectives 
will be included to address Division membership.  
 
Continue on page 5 
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Openness, Transparency, and Inclusiveness…those 
are the words I borrow from APA’s Executive 
Director Paul Farmer. Those are also the words I 
conveyed during our second Latinos and Planning 
Division Business Meeting at APA conference in Las 
Vegas. I will also now throw in the word Viable.   
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Special Events for Latinos and Planning Members 
at the 2008 APA National Conference in Las Vegas, NV
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The Texas Dialogo congregated 110 
participants from all over Texas 
representing a multidisciplinary and 
much diverse assembly in terms of 
expertise, nationality, and affiliation.  
This resulted in a rich discussion on the 
many issues affecting Latinos and 
communities in Texas with the overall 
aim of contributing to the development 
of a local and national agenda of the 
American Planning Association APA 
Latinos and Planning Division. 
 
In order to assure a broad participation, 
a steering committee was formed with 
representatives from Texas A&M 
(Department of Landscape Architecture 
and Urban Planning - LAUP, the 
College of Architecture -COA, the 
Center for Housing and Urban 
Development), the City of College 
Station, the City of Bryan, and the 
Brazos Valley Council of Governments. 
 
The Dialogo started with the welcoming 
remarks of Dr. Ndubisi, Head of the 
Department of LAUP, Professor Tom 
Regan, Dean of the COA, and Dr. Jerry 
Strawser, Interim Executive Vice 
President and Provost of Texas A&M 
University. Then Mr. Emil Moncivais, 
on behalf of the President of the APA, 
greeted the audience, followed by Ms. 
Vicky Carrasco, national Co-chair of 
the APA-Latinos and Planning 
Division. 

Finally, Dr. Cecilia Giusti, Chair of the 
event, started the full-day Dialogo 
encouraging the active participation of all 
attendees. 
 
All morning discussions focused on the most 
pressing needs and challenges facing 
Latinos and communities in Texas.  Pre-
defined themes (participants surveys were 
sent prior to the Dialogo) were discussed on 
a roundtable setting.  Each roundtable had 
one facilitator (researcher or practitioner) 
and one proceedings editor (TAMU 
graduate student volunteer) who assisted 
taking notes and summarizing the 
discussion.  
 
At noon, the keynote speaker, Mr. Ed Garza, 
former Major of San Antonio, a 
distinguished graduate from Texas A&M 
COA, and a Latino with much knowledge on 
planning and development issues, addressed 
the participants with a stimulating 
presentation.  Mr. Garza narrated his 
personal experience and presented an 
inspiring vision on how to enhance Latino 
communities with better planning. 
 
 
 
 
Continue on page 7. 
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Special Events for Latinos and Planning Members 
at the 2008 APA National Conference in Las Vegas, NV
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 Message from the Division Chair…  (continued)�
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CONGRATULATIONS! 
Latinos and Planning Members  

are Recognized at the National Conference! 
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 The afternoon plenary focused on the issues facing 
Latino planners in Texas. Each roundtable presented 
their list of “top 10” issues affecting communities in 
Texas and participants discussed how to address 
them.  The final plenary was led by Ms. Carrasco and 
TAMU Professor Emeritus Jesus Hinojosa.  A lively 
discussion –an open “dialogo”- among participants 
was key for the success of this event as they voice 
their ideas, concerns, and made practical suggestions, 
in an inclusive environment.  
 
Dr. Giusti was the main facilitator throughout the day 
and Ms. Miriam Olivares, co-chair of the Dialogo, 
assisted participants to ensure the success of the 
event. Participants suggested having similar dialogos 
in other regions of the state. 
 
The event was officially closed by Dr. Karan Watson, 
Dean of Faculties and Associate Provost of Texas 
A&M University, ending with a reception and the 
Aggie Mariachi Band. 
 

The main consensus was the need to establish an 
inclusive agenda, incorporating a culture that may be 
embraced by local communities. Participation and 
capacity building issues were found to be key 
elements on promoting better communities. The 
Planning community needs to be better informed and 
more involved on finding new methods to incorporate 
the views of Latinos in its planning efforts.  It was a 
common theme to search for creative ways to 
enhance a better integration of new ideas, styles, 
family values into current planning practices. 
 
For more in-detail information on the event visit 
http://archone.tamu.edu/conted/Dialogo/Dialogo_Ho
me.html 
 
ABC – 40 news covered the event during the 
morning sessions and during the reception.  
http://www.abc40.com/Global/story.asp?s=7881376.  
The Dialogo was also reported on The Eagle, the 
local newspaper. 
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On the first day of summer, Saturday, June 21, 2008, 
sixty urban planners, environmentalists, public health 
experts, artists, and community activists boarded 
Amtrak’s Surfliner at Union Station to participate in a 
daylong mobile conference between the cities of Los 
Angeles, CA and Tijuana, Baja California.    
 
The LA-TJ Corridor is one of the most prosperous 
metropolitan regions in the world and contains very 
diverse landscapes, cultures, incomes levels and 
approaches to urban planning. The route explored the 
backside of the region often hidden from the freeways 
that traverse the same areas and highlighted the 
diversity of land uses in the region.  The route 
highlighted all of these elements by traversing through 
spectacular natural settings and the most 
environmentally degraded sites. The mobile conference 
brought together both man-made systems such as 
transportation and land use patterns with natural 
systems such as rivers and water sheds.  
 
The mission of this conference was set to explore and to 
understand this region by accomplishing five goals:  
 

1. Experience the built and natural environment,  
2. Understand the relations between land use, 

transportation, and social patterns,  
3. Learn about the current environmental and 

health issues, and 
4. Network with like-minded people across the 

region, and  
5. Have fun!  

 
The top deck of the rail car was reserved for the 
conference participants to provide optimum viewing of 
the sites long the corridor from Los Angeles to San 
Diego. The fourteen conference speakers added 
valuable political and social insights to the 
forces shaping the landscape and built environment. 
They were orchestrated by the shifting landscape along 
the route and they tailored their presentations around 
these visuals cues that include the built environment 
and natural features.  The visual cues in the landscape 
became a power point presentation for the participants 
as glazed out the train’s windows. 
 

Land use issues are best taught by experiencing them 
through all of our senses. “LA” gave way to “TJ” and 
without any notice, participants experienced the 
dynamic reality of an informal urbanism.  In this way, 
through an experiential reckoning, the intricacies of the 
varied environments left their impression on the 
participants, informing them about the complexities of 
urban planning in our region.   
 
The Los Angeles to Tijuana Mobile Conference 
brought participants out in to the field by ingeniously 
using various forms of transportation from train, trolley, 
and foot. This helped participants explore and 
experience the built environment and landscape of this 
region.  The fourteen speakers presented local land use 
issues, and the tour helped participants frame local 
issues into a large regional framework. This technique 
turned out to be a very effective and powerful way to 
discuss land use, watershed, and social issues. With this 
experience and information, participants will be able to 
judge for themselves how what they saw and heard 
shapes the region.  
 
If you have any questions regarding the LA to TJ 
Mobile Conference, please contact James Rojas at 
Latinourbanforum@yahoo.com  

�.�
��36����	���(����!���������"��
�������1����2�����������������
�

More Photos on Page 12 . Photos courtesy of Daisuke Yamaguchi 
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Latinos and Planning Division Work Plan  

 Is Now Available Online 
 

The Work Plan seeks to guide and codify its mission to work collaboratively with other professionals 
and organizations to identify and develop strategies related to:   

1) The most significant planning issues facing Latino communities; and 
2)  The most significant challenges facing Latino planners.   

 
Content of the Work Plan:  
 -Purpose   -Goals for 2008-2009 Work Plan 
 -Time Frame   -Priority Issues  
 -Division Purpose  -Plan (Goals, Objectives, Actions) 
 -Division Mission 

 
Click on this hyperlink:  http://www.planning.org/latinos/member/pdf/workplan.pdf 
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Photos courtesy of Daisuke Yamaguchi 
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REGIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES 
 
Region I  
Arianna Martinez 
martinezarianna@hotmail.com 
Region I area: Connecticut, Maine, 
Massachusettes, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvannia, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, Ontario, 
Quebec, and Canadian Maritime 
Province 
 
Region II  
VACANT 
Region II area: Delaware, District of 
Columbia, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Maryland, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia, 
Europe, and Africa 
 
Region III  
Nina Nixon Mendez 
nnmendez@sanantonio.gov 
Region III area: Alabama, Arkansas, 
Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, 
Caribbean, Central America, Mexico, 
South America 
 
Region IV  
VACANT 
Region IV area: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Michigan, Missouri, Minnesota, Ohio, 
Wisconsin 
 
Region V  
Larry Vasquez  
Larry.Vasquez@ci.vancouver.wa.us  
Region V area: Arkansas, Arizona, 
Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Kansas, 
Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, 
New Mexico, Oregon, South Dakota, 
Utah, Washington, Wyoming, Western 
Canadian Provinces, Pacific U.S. 
Territories, Asia, and Australia 
 
Region VI  
Michele Rodriguez 
Michele@boggis.com 
David Salazar  
dsalazar@sbccd.org 
Region VI area: California and Nevada 

 

Latinos and Planning Division Board 
Chair 
Vicky Carrasco 
vazquezl@rci.rutgers.edu 
 
Vice-Chair 
Vacant 
Past Vice-Chair, Irayda Ruiz 
imruizbode@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer 
VACANT 
kent.anderson@ci.ridgefield.wa.us 
 
Secretary 
Daniel Serrano 
dserrano@jsanet.com 
 

Public Engagement Officer 
Alyssa Marino 
alyssa.marino@juno.com  
 
Website Editor 
Natalie De Leon 
natdeleon@sbcglobal.net  
 
Newsletter Editor 
Elizabeth Delgado 
delgado.e@gmail.com  
 
Student Representative 
Hector Solis, California State 
University, Pomona 
hsolis@csupomona.edu 
 

If you would like to be contributor or have comments/ questions   or would      
like to help in the creation of the Latinos and Planning Newsletter, please 

contact Elizabeth Delgado at delgado.e@gmail.com 

�
�
����
�����������= ��
0	�5��	������

�"��

�
���

��
��������
������
	��	���
����
��
�������
�
����"�	��

�	
����
���������������
��
�����
������
	�"��

��
$��
������
������
��
�����
��	�����"�	��

�	
��
$���������	�������
$��
�����	����
���	�
�	�5��	���"�	�������9�����!�	��������
�'�
"�
����	���
����
������
	
��
��
���

�
���	�5
��	������3���������
�	�!��
����������
������3!�����
	�
�	���
����
�3!��	

����
��������	������
��"��

�
�����	�!��
��"�������L�

�����
��	�������������!	
���
�	������
�"��

�
�����������
	��	���
����
�
�
����	
����	��	�5������'�
"�
���"��

��
L�"�	�	��
���������������
��
�
�������A���
������
L��
��
���
�����
�����	�
��3����	���
����3��
��
������
"��

�
��"�	��

�	
L�3����
��
�����
���

�������	

��"
������	�����
"��

�
�A	���
������	�"
��
��	���
�����	

L�"�	����
�
�""	����	�����
	�

����
�
��
���

������	

�	����������������	
L��
���
����	�����	���9����3���
"��

�
���
�������	"��
���
�
� � �
 ��������������������������������������


